
Totara Team Newsletter
Welcome to Term 3

Team Leader: Kieran Gleeson R20 - kgleeson@ani.school.nz
Xavier Rice R19 - xrice@ani.school.nz
Louisa Pielichaty R21 - lpielichaty@ani.school.nz
Sophie Hunt R22 - shunt@ani.school.nz
Annie Mackellow R23 - amackellow@ani.school.nz
Carla Heard R24 - cheard@ani.school.nz

This is the third Totara Team Newsletter of 2021.
With our knowledge of how quickly situations can change,

updates are released to parents via the school app first, so it is
vital you have it in order to keep up to date with changes as and

when they happen. Please remember to check the school
website for important dates this term and ensure that you have

the School App Downloaded on a device,
https://ani.school.nz/school-app/

Welcome to Carla Heard who will be teaching in room 24 during
term 3 and 4 and a huge thank you to Mr Dale, all the best.

We all hope you have had a relaxing holiday and managed to
spend quality time with your family and friends. Another busy

term ahead with PTA fundraisers, AIMS week and the beginning
of Production!

Key Dates for Term 3
Monday 26th July - Term 3 Begins
Wednesday 28th July - Parent Teacher Interviews (1pm - 7pm)
Thursday 29th July - Parent Teacher Interviews (3pm - 5pm)
Monday 9th - Friday 13th August - Mufti Week
Monday 16th August - Cross Country
Thursday 19th August - French Day
Monday 23rd August - Teacher Only Day
Monday 6th - Friday 10th September - AIMS and Tongan Language Week
Monday 13th - Friday 17th September - Te Reo Language Week
Friday 24th September - PTA Chocolate Fundraiser Begins
Monday 27th September - Friday 1st October - Mental Health
Awareness Week + Chch and Queenstown School Trips
Thursday 30th September - End of Term Awards Assembly
Friday 1st October - End of Term (Finish at 2pm)

IB Social Science Theme for Term 3

Theme: How We Express Ourselves and How We Organise Ourselves
Throughout the duration of the term, our ako will be exploring content and developing skills related to our two themes. The joint focus of these themes is the

relationship between organisation and expression. Activities, lessons and experiences will be designed to support our ako to understand and
communicate what expression is, what we express about ourselves, how we express ourselves and the systems that support, organise or guide these

expressions.

We will be working in alignment with the Kowhai Team (specialisation: music, art, food technology, design technology science and PE) to draw upon their
expertise and help our ako use different systems to create an expression themselves. Your children will be excited to explore these themes with you and

investigate how these systems and expressions are used on a personal, cultural and global level.

If you have knowledge, expertise and talent within either of these spheres (organisational systems e.g. event planning, restaurant or theatre management,
directing plays, producing musics OR different types of expressions e.g. art, music, food, sport, etc.) we would love to connect with you and include you in

our ako learning. Please contact your classroom teacher of the Year 7 team leaders; Kieran Gleeson & Andrew Lawrence
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This term, our ako will be exploring content
and developing skills related to statistics. This

will be separated into three pathways:
● statistical literacy,
● statistical investigations, and
● probability

The concepts/skills ako will learn about will
include some of the following:
● analysis of data displayed in graphs and

statements about this data, determining the
appropriateness of graphs and making our own
statements about data;

● using the statistical inquiry process to conduct
investigations about ourselves and the world
around us;

● identifying the likelihood of different events
and communicating this in a range of forms.

We will continue developing our number
knowledge, all term.

Reading
This term, our ako will be exploring content and

developing skills related to interpreting language,
inferring, retelling and making predictions. These

will align with our writing  focuses for the term.

The concepts/skills ako will learn about will include
some of the following:

● identifying the type of language features (e.g.
metaphors, personification, rhyme) that are used
and their meaning for the reader

● using a range of subtle clues to understand what the
author is communicating

● explaining articles, stories and poems in our own
words, as well as making predictions using our
knowledge of the texts we’re reading.

We will continue learning about and use
comprehension strategies, as well as reading for

enjoyment.

Writing
This term, our ako will be exploring content and

developing skills related to expressive, poetic and
procedural writing. This will align with our reading

focuses for the term.

The concepts/skills ako will learn about will include
some of the following:

● exploring the structure of these writing types such as
different types of poems or expressive genres

● the common language and features used within them
such as descriptive language or language features
(e.g. metaphors, personification, rhyme)

● specific skills such as characterisation, describing a
setting, writing clear instructions.

We will continue learning about and use the writing
process, grammar, punctuation and spelling when

appropriate.

Term 2 Pictures!


