
Totara Team Newsletter
Welcome to Term 2

Kieran Gleeson R20 - kgleeson@ani.school.nz
Xavier Rice R19 - xrice@ani.school.nz

Louisa Pielichaty R21 - lpielichaty@ani.school.nz
Sophie Hunt R22 - shunt@ani.school.nz

Annie Mackellow R23 - amackellow@ani.school.nz
Colin Dale R24 - dale@ani.school.nz

We all hope you have had a relaxing holiday and managed
to spend quality time with your family and friends. This

term is shaping up to be a very busy one with lots of
opportunities for students to immerse themselves fully

into school life at ANI.
The Totara team are excited to welcome back our classes

for their second term. The school production is around the
corner and will see auditions and practices taking place so
please check the school notices and website for important

dates. All other extracurricular opportunities are posted
daily in the notices.

If you have anything you would like to discuss, please
contact your classroom teacher via email.

Key Dates for Term 2

Monday 3rd May - School restarts after the holidays
Friday 4th June - Teacher Only Day - No School for

students.
Monday 7th June - Queen’s Birthday Holiday - No School

Thursday 17th June - PTA School Social (6pm-9pm)
Thursday 24th June - Boostrix for Year 7 students

Wednesday 7th July - End of Term Prizegiving at 11.00am
at Eden Park and Mid-Year Reports go home.

IB Social Science Themes for Term 2

Theme 1
(Week 1: Mon May 3rd - Week 5: Fri June 4th)

“Sharing the Planet”
Central Idea: An inquiry into the access of equal opportunity and resources and the

responsibility of those involved.

Lines of Inquiry:
- How does the Maori guardianship of our resources, kaitiakitanga work for

New Zealanders?
- How does a country’s economic status affect it’s access to global resourcing

of the Covid-19 vaccine?
- Is there equal access to opportunities within sports systems and structures

for different genders?

Theme 2
(Week 6: Mon June 7th - Week 10: Fri July 2nd)

“Where We Are In Place And Time”
Central Idea: Significant individuals and events have

changed the world we live in today

Lines of Inquiry:
- Challenges, risks and ideas create opportunities
- Exploration leads to discovery
- A multitude of events shape the world we live in
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Literacy is fully integrated into our themes. This
term we will be looking into structure, purpose and
audience. Students will be constructing persuasive
pieces such as speeches and understanding how to
structure these texts to achieve their purpose for
the intended audience. Students will also develop

their editing skills for their punctuation and
grammar. We will  be developing our summarising

skills alongside our research skills in reading,
allowing the students to read to find meaning and

support their writing focus. We will also engage with
and learn about our IB learner profiles through a

structured reading program.

In Mathematics this term we will be splitting our
focus between Measurement & Geometry.

Measurement covers the understanding of area,
perimeter, capacity, and volume. Geometry delves
into shape and position, working with angles and

transformations. We will continue general number
knowledge all term. Maths will be integrated when
and where appropriate. There will be a focus on the

mastery of basic facts which will be ongoing
throughout the year.

Specialisation
The students have now had a whole term of their Specialist programme and exploring the wonderful opportunities afforded to them in our new
MakerSpaces. Here’s some photos of what they have been getting up to, from creating exciting photographs, to baking delicious Anzac cookies!

← “In food tech the first lesson was learning safe cutting techniques.
These are the fruit skewers Year 7 students made.”

“Our second lesson was an introduction to 'Cultural Food'. We discussed
how ANZAC cookies came about and why they are now an iconic Kiwi

food.”→
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