
 
 
  

Term dates 

Monday 8th Feb Waitangi Day 

(school c losed)  

EOTC- Tuesday 9 t h  -  Fr iday 12 th 
Feb 

PTA Meeting  -  Monday 15th 

Feb 

School Photos -  Wed 24th Feb 

Parent  Evening-  Thursday 

25th Feb 

Good Friday -  Friday 2nd Apri l  

(school c losed)  

Easter  Monday - Monday 5th 

Apri l  (school  c losed)  

Student Goal Sett ing  

Interviews-  Mon 12th Apri l  &  

Tuesday 13th Apri l  

End of Term Awards  

Assembly-  Fr iday 16th Apri l  

TERM 1 NEWSLETTER  

TOTARA 
TEAM SOME WORDS OF WISDOM 

 

From team leader Colin Dale 
 

A warm welcome to Auckland Normal Intermediate. The next two years 

are probably going to be the most exciting enjoyable schooling in the life 

of most of our students. We are passionate about the experience of being 

safe and comfortable, challenging academically, and invitational for all our 

learners. That means our young people will be able to choose how they 

engage with their learning and we seek to encourage them to share, 

participate and teach each other in an environment that is often going to 

be inspirational. At our school we are future-focused in our approach to 

learning, using an International Baccalaureate framework to guide our 

programming. In our team, an open safe environment that respects our 

students and encourages innovative approaches to study, that we believe 

is relevant to their future as citizens, is fostered and practiced. We 

genuinely care about each of our students and we seek to understand how 

they learn best; how can we make sure each person is comfortable and 

understood. To be happy is essential! 

MEET THE TEAM 

Rm 24 Colin Dale (Team leader) 
Contact: cdale@ani.school.nz 

Rm 23 Annie MacKellow 
Contact: amackellow@ani.school.nz 

Rm 19 Melanie Brandes 
Contact: mbrandes@ani.school.nz 

Rm 20 Kieran Gleeson 
Contact: kgleeson@ani.school.nz 

Rm 21 Louisa Pielichaty 
Contact: lpielichaty@ani.school.nz 

Rm 22 Sophie Hunt 
Contact: shunt@ani.school.nz 



 

HOMEWORK 
 

We do expect our members of year seven 
to do homework. Homework is set each week on 
Monday and we expect the student to choose when 
and how they organise their workload. We ask 
students to share their work on the Monday of the 
week after they receive their work expectations. 
Mostly there will be choices to help motivate our 
students. We believe that we need to prepare our 
students for High School; so homework is essential 
for our school. Some people will have less than others 
depending on their ability, stress levels and 
home/after school commitments. We will work with 
families who face challenges with our homework 
expectations. Homework is related to the class 
programme – it is not a separate learning experience. 
Often the teacher will not mark or assess the 
homework – it is on-line and has immediate feed-
back or is part of the assessment at the completion of 
the total learning in class. 
 

DEVICES 
 

As you are aware, we encourage each student to have 
their own device. This allows portability for homework and 
research, helping their learning to be seamless. We will be 
teaching our team how to keep their devices safely – we 
store them in the classroom in a locked cupboard. We ask 
that children do not use their devices during break times 
as we do not want the computers to become more than a 
tool. Phones are also locked away during the school day 
for safety reasons. There will be times when phones can be 
used within their learning time, but this will only be 
occasionally and catered for within our school policy. If 
you are unable to provide your child with a computer, the 
school has a ‘bank’ of computers which can be used. 
However, these do not go home with the child.  
 
 

EOTC 
 

A separate form asking your permission for your child 
to participate in a number of outdoor activities is due 
to be sent home this week. We recommend that you 
support these activities. They all are checked for 
safety and will have a strict pupil – adult ratio. 

 

LEARNING 
THEMES 
 

Our social science inquiry theme is Who Am I? This year we 
are extending this teaching theme to be inclusive of 
emerging new topics such as Identity, Anxiety, Resilience, 
and Emotions. These new lessons are planned to be 
inspiring for each learner giving them strategies to help 
them to cope with their changing life.  
In mathematics, we are covering numbers as a topic. This 
term we will be starting with Number Knowledge, building 
on what the students already know, during weeks 2-6, and 
moving onto Measurement and Geometry in weeks 7-11. 
Maths will be integrated into other areas of our learning 
regularly. Topics include:  

 Using whole numbers up to millions or beyond in real-
life situations 

 Using rations in real-life situations 

 Using integers in real-life situations 

 Converting improper fractions to mixed numbers and 
vice versa in real-life situations 

 Simplifying fractions in computation answers 

 Using fractions, decimals, and percentages 
interchangeably in real-life situations 

 Using an appropriate sequence of operations to solve 
word problems 

 Selecting an efficient method for solving a problem: 
mental estimation, mental computation, written 
algorithms, by using a calculator 

 Using strategies to evaluate the reasonableness of 
answers 

 Using mental and written strategies for adding, 
subtracting, multiplying, and dividing fractions and 
decimals in real-life situations 

 Estimating and making approximations in real-life 
situations involving fractions, decimals and 
percentages 

Literacy will be personalised to the needs of each 
individual person in the class. 

SPECIALIST 
CLASSES 
 

Specialist classes that will be attended by Totara Team on 
Wednesdays include food and fabric technology, digital 
and hard materials technology, music/performance, art 
and design, science, and physical education. On other 
days in the week, each class has two lessons a week 
learning French and one lesson learning Maori. 


