
Kowhai [Specialist] Newsletter - Term 1 - 2021  

  
  

 
  

  

The specialist team is ready to start in 2021! 
 

A new stage of Intermediate school life is starting for some of our students and is continuing 

for others. In the same way, some of our Spec Teachers are starting at ANI this year, and 

some of us are coming back for more great collaborative and full of rich learning 

experiences at ANI. At our school, we teach using a variety of skills and hands-on learning 

experiences in each class.  

  

A MESSAGE TO OUR PARENTS  

Kia ora koutou. 

We hope this newsletter finds you well after a great holiday break!  The ANI whanau are 
extremely happy to be back for the 2021 school year and we are excited to be a part of 
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the journey ahead. We want students to explore, develop creative ideas, find solutions, 
and have amazing learning experiences throughout their time in specialisation learning.  
 
We understand that our students have different expectations and many different feelings 
to start a new year. The Kowhai team is ready to lead all ANI students through this starting 
point with many exciting activities in all specialist areas and can accommodate your 
young person’s exceptional talents. 
 
We will keep you updated directly through the students, school apps, and our webpage 
with regular and ongoing communication.  
 
SPECIALIST TEACHERS- Kowhai Team  

 
Do you know what specialist ANI has to offer to our students and who are our teachers? 
We are here to present them to you. (You can read more about each of us in the ANI 
Webpage - https://ani.school.nz/who-we-are/our-staff/  
 

Design Technology - Hard and Digital Tech - Jacob Markham  

Food and Soft Technology - Brooke Tuialii 

Health and PE- Carlos Kucera (Health Y8) &  Thomas Jones (PE) 

Music - Eugene Marshall  

Science - Victoria Bragg  

Sports-Pro- Carlos Kucera 

The Arts - Beren Allen 

 

 
  
THE SPECIALIST PROGRAMME (Year 7 and Year 8) 

Our Specialist programme will be developed within the New Zealand Curriculum and the 

IB PYP framework and focus initially on building students skill levels. Here are a few elements 

that they will be learning during term 1 at both year levels: 
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Food and soft technology:  

Students will be hands-on this term. The year 7 students will start the term developing 

their basic skills levels in food technology by learning the techniques of cutting different 

types of ingredients and organising the learning environment (our Kitchen-Maker 

Space- Lab). They will also learn processes for cooking and basic skills with soft materials 

(planning, sewing and creating with fabric). These  will be some of our goals for Y7. 

Following this, Y8 students will develop more complex skills by building  on what they 

learnt last year. They will  take some techniques to a deeper level (such as cooking skills 

and being able to understand ways of using the ingredients and techniques). Learning 

about the cultural aspects of how we make our meals, how food can represent who 

we are, cooking with a variety of nutrients and learning how to adapt and use these in 

a cooking process will be part of what we are learning during Term 1. We will be sure to 

include variations of complexity for our students with high food technology skills and 

knowledge in their respective tasks. A fun and interactive term ahead! 

 

Digital and Hard technology:  

Students are going to explore a variety of creative processes and develop their 

knowledge about Digital Identity. The design process (where students plan, create and 

present) is what students use at specialisation and we will explore it with digital 

technology and hard materials knowledge and skills.  

Year 7 students will start with basic hard material materials (wood, plastic and 

cardboard), the required techniques such as cutting, sawing, hammering and learning 

to use tools in our Maker Space - Lab. They also will be exploring the possibilities of 

digital planning software.  

Year 8 students will be involved in more complex aspects of the design process which 

include turning  their skills into projects. The aim of this learning area is to develop the 

techniques to create different outcomes and make the learning applicable across 

different learning areas. Students will build an understanding of each project's 

relevance making sure the outcome includes a digital technology component and 
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hard materials ( these are accessible  in our Lab). Learning is practical-based with 

opportunities to emphasise safety and skills for life. They will utilise a range of software 

and design techniques to ensure they have dynamic learning experiences  throughout 

the term. 

 

Science:   

Science is a collaborative environment where students research, explore, and learn by 

doing.  The goal this year is to teach that trial and error is part of the scientific process. 

We want our students to develop a lifelong love of learning in the scientific process and 

seek answers in helping and respecting their environment to work towards making this 

world a better place. 

 

Students will explore the diversity of life and continue to develop their understanding of 

the role of classification in ordering and organising information and changing 

components within these systems. Throughout Years 7 and 8 students are introduced to 

cells as microscopic structures that explain macroscopic properties of living systems. 

They will link “form and function” at a cellular level and explore the organisation of 

body systems in terms of flows of matter between interdependent organs.  

 

Students will analyse the meaning and function of renewable and non-renewable 

resources, considering how this classification relates to the theme for this term “Where 

we are in place and time”. Students will develop their own experiments to explore and 

isolate relationships between components in systems and explain these relationships 

through increasingly complex representations. Students will learn to make predictions 

and propose explanations, drawing on evidence to support their views while 

considering other points of view. Science is a largely inquiry-based process and students 

will get the opportunity to examine, create, dissect, and collaborate in order to further 

their understanding and develop their own curiosity into the world. 

 
4 

 



The Arts:  

Our Year 7 students will be exploring who they are through the visual arts. Starting with 

photography and portraiture, students will create images that encapsulate their 

uniqueness and will learn how to creatively express who they are. Through collaborative 

projects, they will communicate their concepts visually while also exploring how images 

can reflect, shape, and distort our digital identities.  

Our Year 8 students will be creating visual stories under the themes of “How we express 

ourselves” and “How the world works”. Through creating and responding to visual 

media such as short films, documentaries, and advertisements, our senior students will 

learn to use creative processes to express their ideas and feelings. Ultimately, these 

experiences will enable students to consolidate the creative skills they learned 

throughout the last year.  

The students will work through 2D, 3D and 4D art skills that they will build during their 

classes. They will learn techniques such as painting, digital art - photograph, 

video-maker software, collage and use of ink in their artwork. We have different 

difficulty levels/skill levels to meet each student's needs and we will develop their 

experiences according to their level of understanding and ability. This will enable a high 

level of choice for students in every class.  

 

Health and PE:  

For this term, students will be learning multiple concepts, games and ideas of their own 

body through fitness and physical activities. Our Year 8 students also have Health as a 

learning subject, where they are going to understand elements of physiology, 

kinesiology and body movement. We will be exploring different possibilities of using their 

body and space to organise these student’s skills in different ways for both year levels. 

They will also learn and explore different types of games on the courts. Students will be 

able to participate and develop their knowledge and skills through a variety of sports, 

games and other outdoor activities. 
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Music:  

Our students will explore a range of music skills, knowledge and learning opportunities. 

In term 1 our Year 7 and Year 8 students will reflect on their own relationship with music 

and its presence in their lives, and build foundational skills in rhythm and singing. 

Students will not only explore aural skills and theory, but also perform existing music and 

even compose their own. 

In addition to classroom music, all students are welcome to participate in musical 

ensembles that include the choir, orchestra, rock band, and vocal ensemble. 

Membership in some of these ensembles is by audition - these auditions will take place 

during the first week of the term - students and parents will be advised if any student 

needs to bring their instrument to school. 

  
Sports -Pro and Sports Competitions ( Y7 & Y8): 

 
The ANI Sports-PRO (Sports Development Programme) is an exclusive programme at our 
school. This initiative brings opportunities for our students to have sports sessions during 
school time. We have different types of classes/sessions for our students. They are able to 
have Physical Training, Sports Training or even learn a totally new sport in a class named 
“School of Sports”. In addition, students can be part of the Sports Management units. They 
will be able to sign up for this initiative in agreement with their classroom teachers. The 
areas they sign up to will relate to their interest and sports background. 
If you want to find out more information about, please visit our Sports-PRO webpage 

https://sites.google.com/ani.school.nz/anisports-pro/home  

 

ANI is part of the Central Zone of schools in Auckland. With this in mind, we have 

many sports competitions every term. All students can sign up for it in school time. 

Students will be informed by the School App, website and daily notices (these are 

read every day in their classrooms). Our community is welcome to join us in any 

aspect of sports at ANI, such as a coach manager, spectator or transport assistant. 

Parents/caregivers support is a fundamental part of ANI success in sport and a great 

way to reinforce our values as a school. 
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Here are the dates of Central Zones competitions in term 1: 

CZ Tennis - Girls - Tuesday (23 February); CZ Tennis - Boys - Thursday (25 February); CZ 
Softball - Boys - Tuesday (2 March); CZ Softball - Girls - Thursday (4 March); CZ Cricket - Boys 
- Tuesday (9 March); CZ Cricket - Girls - Thursday (11 March); CZ League Tag - Boys - Tuesday 
(16 March); CZ Swimming - Girls and Boys - Thursday (18 March); CZ Orienteering - Girls and 
Boys - Tuesday (23 March). 
 
 
All the sports events dates are updated on the Sports-PRO webpage:  
https://sites.google.com/ani.school.nz/anisports-pro/home  
 
In addition, term 1 is time for our Superbowl day on Friday 05/02/2021 @ANI.  

All our students will participate in this whole school event. Year 7 and 8 are mixed into 

teams to get to know each other. It is a great opportunity to welcome our students, 

especially our Year 7s. This is a full day of games and outdoor activities. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

As mentioned previously we are always available for students and parents. If you have any 

questions or want to touch base regarding any point of their learning progress please send 

me an email at any time ckucera@ani.school.nz (or any specialist teachers ) as we are 

here to provide support. 

Carlos Kucera and Kowhai team. 

 

Brooke Tuialii - Food & Soft technology - btuialii@ani.school.nz   
Eugene Marshall - Music - emarshall@ani.school.nz   
Beren Allen - Visual arts - ballen@ani.school.nz   
Jacob Markham - Digital & Hard Technology - jmarkham@ani.school.nz   
Thomas Jones - Physical Education - tjones@ani.school.nz   
Victoria Bragg - Science - vbragg@ani.school.nz   
Carlos Kucera - Team Leader - Sports and Health [Y8] - ckucera@ani.school.nz  
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