
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to Term 2! 
 

Wow at the beginning of the year we did not 
think that we would here- finding new ways to 
teach and learn. A big thank you to all the 
parents, caregivers, whanau and students of 
the Matai team. We are so impressed about 
how you have adapted to learning from home. 
We cannot wait until we are able to see you all 
again! As you can see from the photos apart 
from planning and teaching, the Matai teachers 
have been spending time with our bubble 
whanau. There has also been a lot of good 
food being made and eaten - not great for the 
waistline!  Some of us have tried to use this 
time to get fit!  We have also had a virtual Year 
8 quiz night (which Matai won).  
 
Until we are back at school, we will be still be 
planning and teaching online. We are available 
on Google Classroom and also by contacting 
us on the following emails: 
 

Rm 2- Saasha Jolley 
sjolley@ani.school.nz 

 
Rm 3- Sarah Ireland 

sireland@ani.school.nz 
 

Rm 4- Megan Hughes (Mon and Weds) 
mhughes@ani.school.nz 

 
Rm 4- Colin Dale (Tues and Fri) 

cdale@ani.school.nz 
 

Rm 5- Kueni Schaumkel 
kschaumkel@ani.school.nz 

 
Rm 6-Kieran Gleeson 

kgleeson@ani.school.nz 
 

Rm 7- Dee Mercer 
dmercer@ani.school.nz 

 
 
 
 
 

 

We are covering 2 themes this term. We first need to complete ‘How the World 
Works’ to give the students time to complete their summative task.  
 
For each theme, we have a Central Idea and Lines of Inquiry. The Central Idea 
is the big understanding that we want the students to come to by the end of the 
theme. The Lines of Inquiry break this down into smaller parts and from these 
the students can make an independent selection on the area they would like to 
inquire into. 
 

Theme One 
How the World Works (23 April- 8 May) 
 

Central Idea 
Scientific principles help us makes sense of the world we live in 
 

Lines of Inquiry 
 The behaviour and interaction of materials determines their use 

 Knowledge creates opportunities 

 Physical properties and characteristics of different matter 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Theme 2 
Where We Are In Place and Time 
 
Central Idea 
Inventions can make our lives easier 
 
Lines of Inquiry 

 
 Technology and inventions are adapted 

to suit the needs of a community or 
person 

 Exploration creates opportunities for new 
inventions 

 The changes in technology over time 
 

 

Other Learning Areas 
 

Literacy 
Literacy is fully integrated into our themes. In reading, we will be looking into using different reading 
comprehension strategies to help us find the ideas in a variety of texts. In writing, we will be working on 
specific writing skills and grammar in order to improve what we output.  
 

Mathematics 
The students will be working on Statistics- analysing, sorting and presenting data. We will also be learning 
about Measurement and Geometry. In Measurement students will be learning ways to measure time, 
space and angles. In Geometry students will explore shapes and the transformations these go through. 
 

Specialisation 
Technology, the Arts, Science and P.E. - Specialist teachers will be delivering their programme online 
through google classroom and Seesaw. This will happen every Thursday.  
For more information please see the Specialisation newsletter.  
 

Languages 
Students will be learning Spanish online twice a week for 45 mins with Cynthia Montesinos on a 
Wednesday and Friday.  
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